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What Child Is This? 
A Christmas Program for Young Children 

(Early Childhood Program) 
 

Note to Director: See Leader Notes for additional helps for staging and preparing children for 

this service. 

 

Processional Hymn: O Come, All Ye Faithful LSB 379:1–3 

The Invocation 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

All: Amen. 

Responsive Reading 

Leader: What Child is this? A babe is born.  

People: An infant in a stall forlorn.  

Leader: Who can this Son of promise be? 

People: We marvel at the mystery.  

 

Song: The King Is Here Sing and Wonder p. 29 

 

Children: 

Angels filled the sky with singing,   Shepherd’s hearts were filled with fear,   All around 

loud voices ringing:   “Peace on earth, the King is here!” 

 

“He has come to take your worries;   He has come to give you joy.   Seek the King of 

glory—hurry!  You will find a baby boy.” 

 

Wond’ring at the invitation,   Shepherds ran to see the sight:  Jesus, King of all the 

nations,  Born for us that very night. 

 

Like the angels, we have Good News:   “Jesus came to die for you!”  Sing and tell of how 
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He rescues   Those who trust His Gospel true.  

 

The Christmas Meditation 

The pastor may offer a brief meditation or use the Children’s Message for this service. 

 

 

The Message Presented by the Children 

The Story of Jesus’ Birth 

Reading: Luke 1:26–33 

Reader 1: In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee 

named Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of 

David. And the virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O 

favored one, the Lord is with you!” But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to 

discern what sort of greeting this might be.  

Reader 2: And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with 

God. And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call His 

name Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord 

God will give to Him the throne of His father David, and He will reign over the house of 

Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there will be no end.” Luke 1:26–33 

Children in costume as Mary, Joseph, shepherds, sheep, ANGELS, and WISE MEN come 

forward gradually and pantomime action and create a manger scene during the readings. 

Mary and Joseph enter from the back of the room. MARY and JOSEPH stop and sit by the 

manger. MARY puts BABY JESUS in the manger. 

 

Action Rhyme: Oh, Who Is This? 

Older Children: Oh, who is this, the promised Child? (Raise hands as if questioning.) A 

baby boy for Mary mild.  (Rock arms, as if holding a baby.) This Son would be a 

special king, (Circle head with hands, fingers up, as a crown.) So shout and let your 

praises ring! (Wave hands in celebration.) 

 

Hymn: What Child Is This LSB 370:1 
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SHEPHERDS and SHEEP ENTER. 

 

Reader 3:  

 Oh, who is this? The Lord of all, Now sleeping in a cattle stall. The Lamb of God rests here 

tonight  Where shepherds come and view this sight. 

 Why did He come to earth to dwell? A gift of love, great news to tell: He came to give His 

very life  To free us from our sinful strife. 

 

Hymn: What Child Is This LSB 370:2 

 

ANGELS ENTER. 

 

Reader 4:  

 Oh, who is this? The king of love; A gift of God from heav’n above.  His Majesty came 

down to earth: A holy Child, a lowly birth. 

   

Hymn: What Child Is This LSB 370:3 

 

WISE MEN ENTER. 

 

Reader 5:  

  Now Jesus reigns above, below,  Within our heart, where’er we go.  All nations bow and 

come adore;  Our Savior rules forevermore!  

 

 

Action Rhyme: What Child Is This? 

Younger Children (a leader can read the italicized words): 

 

What Child is this?  

Jesus the King! (Form a crown with hands on head.) 

What can we do?  
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His praises sing! (Cup hands around mouth.) 

What does He do?   

Saves you and me! (Make a cross with two fingers.) 

What wondrous love! 

He sets us free! (Wave hands in celebration.) 

 

Hymn: Infant Holy, Infant Lowly LSB 393 

All children may return to their seats during a musical interlude. 

 

Offering 

 

Prayer (other prayers and intercessions could be added) 

Pastor: We pray: 

All: Father in heaven, You sent Your Son—a special Child. As our King, may He rule in 

our hearts. As our Redeemer, may the Word made flesh ever guide us. As our loving 

Savior, may He bring us to You on the Last Day. What Child is this? He is Your Son. 

In His name we pray. Amen. 

 

Benediction 

Pastor: The Child of Mary is the Child of God. In His salvation, you are all children of God. May 

the peace of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit be with you today and every day. 

Amen.  

 

Responsive Reading 

(Students can turn and face the congregation from where they are sitting, or they can all gather 

in the middle to get ready for the recessional. For more details, see the Early Childhood Leader 

Notes.) 

Leader: What Child is this? A babe is born.  

People: An infant in a stall forlorn.  

Leader: Who can this Son of promise be? 

People: We marvel at the mystery.  

Leader: What Child is this? He came as King.  

People: The nations shout; His praises ring. 

Leader: What Child is this? He came to die.  
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People: Forgiven, we can live on high.  

Leader: What Child is this? He came in love.  

People: One day, He’ll bring us home above.  

Leader: What Child is this? Oh, go and tell.  

People: Christ Jesus is Immanuel! 

 

Recessional Hymn: Joy to the World LSB 387 


